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biblical study. Though professing to speak in the light of the latest 
investigations, the only commentators with whom he shows any 
acquaintance are Murphy and Matthew Henry. For its insistence upon 
the essential unity of Scripture and upon the necessity of the study of 
books as a whole, as a prerequisite to any study of isolated passages, 
this work is to be commended ; but here praise must cease. 

John M. P. Smith. 

The University of Chicago. 



The Christian Point of View: Three Addresses Delivered at 
Union Theological Seminary, by Professors in that Institu- 
tion. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1902. Pp. 89. 
So. 60. 

"The Problem for the Church," by Professor George W. Knox, is 
the title of the first address. The church departed from the Christian 
point of view and reached its conception of God through science and 
philosophy, thus making God ontological rather than ethical. But the 
conceptions of science and philosophy are ever changing, and with 
each change the faith which is reared upon this foundation is imperiled. 
This is the situation of the church today. The only solution is to 
accept unhesitatingly Jesus Christ as the perfect revelation of God and 
thus "to disentangle the worship of the Christian God from the nature- 
worship which has usurped its place." And yet must not ontology 
have its place in our thought of God ? 

The second address treats of "Theological Reconstruction," by Pro- 
fessor Arthur C. McGiffert. Christian theology must be based on 
Christ alone as known in the light of the Scriptures and of Christian 
experience. The constructive principle should be the life-purpose of 
Jesus Christ. From this principle we are able to reach the Christian 
view of God, the world, man, salvation, and Christ, "for the twentieth 
century and for all the coming centuries." But must not the interpre- 
tation of Jesus' life-purpose by each age be largely determined by 
contemporaneous culture and thought? 

The last address is upon " The Religious Value of the Old Testa- 
ment," the author being Professor Francis Brown. Distinguishing 
between historical and religious value, and recognizing that the latter 
may be temporary or permanent, the test of the religious value of the 
Old Testament for us is the spirit of Jesus. Whatever accords with or 
varies from this has or lacks religious value for us. The Old Testa- 
ment is peculiarly valuable because of its concrete and varied religious 
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experience. More emphasis, however, should be laid on the larger 
appreciation of New Testament ideals made possible by the history of 
their development in the Old Testament. 

Taken together, these addresses form a clear, unified, and luminous 
statement of the Christian point of view. 

E. A. Hanley. 
East End Avenue Baptist Church, 
Cleveland, O. 



Commentaar op het Evangelie van Johannes : By Professor J. M. 
S. Baljon. Utrecht: J. Van Boekhoven, 1902. Pp. 343. 

Dr. Baljon is one of Europe's most prolific authors. His Novum 
Testamentum Graece was issued in 1898. The next year he sent to 
press a notable lexicon of biblical and patristic Greek. The year 1900 
saw the publication of his Commentary on Matthew, and in 1901 was 
issued his history of the New Testament books. His Commentary on 
John was issued last October, and in its preface he expresses the hope 
that his Commentary on Acts will be published this year. 

His Commentary on John has the same characteristics as that on 
Matthew. In the field of grammatical interpretation the author is a 
master, while thorough acquaintance with the Greek text and its various 
readings is frequently seen. A study of the gospel of John particularly 
requires an extended and exact discussion of the meaning of the most 
important terms, such as Adyos, <rap£, £<oij, <f>m<s, and /noi/oyei/i/s. Dr. 
Baljon's discussion of Adyos is good, but the book leaves much to be 
desired in this respect. 

Moreover, the problems of date, composition, and authorship are 
not discussed ; yet the gospel of John above all requires the settlement 
of these historical questions before interpretation can be made. It is 
little satisfaction to the reader of this book that the author's New 
Testament Introduction has handled this subject. Then, too, such mat- 
ters as the year of the cleansing of the temple, the feast of John 5:1, 
the scene of Jesus' ministry, the announcement of his messiahship, the 
length of his ministry, and the day of his crucifixion, are not treated. 
Again, more reference might have been made to the peculiarities of 
John — his choice of unqualified statements, his fondness for making 
contrasts, and his didactic use of events. 

The author's exegesis is always scholarly and able. With the 
allegorizing processes of H. J. Holtzmann and J. R. Van Eerde he has 
no sympathy. He realizes the want of historical order in the gospel, 



